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Week 2, Term 3, 2022

Acknowledgement of CountryAcknowledgement of Country

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge the Ngunnawal
people, the traditional custodians, of the land on which we
meet, learn and play.

We pay our respect to Elders past, present and future and
acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
and their families at our school.

We will work in partnership to create and share our stories.

Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message

Welcome to term 3.

Staffing

It is with great sadness that we inform the NECS community
that Kim McGregor will be leaving NECS on Tuesday 2 August
to pursue an opportunity in another sector of education. Kim
has been a positive and caring teacher to the children in the
3-year-old preschool program over several years at NECS. Her
wealth of experience across P-2 has been highly beneficial to
the children and the wider preschool program. We thank Kim
for her dedication to NECS and wish her well for her new
experience.

We have been fortunate to secure the services of Jana
Sterling-Hammond to be the teacher of the 3-year-old Butterfly
group for the remainder of the school year. Jana is a highly
experienced teacher having worked in both primary and
preschool settings in a number of ACT Public Schools. We feel
very lucky to have her join our team. Please help make Jana to
feel welcome at NECS.

Story Dogs

We are currently working with a family to introduce the Story
Dogs program to NECS. The mission of the Story Dog program
is to make reading fun for children, so they become confident,
lifelong readers. No child should be left behind in literacy. You
can read more about the program here if you are interested –
https://www.storydogs.org.au/

Staff will identify approximately four year two students to
participate in the reading program on a regular basis. The
reading sessions take place with the trained story dog and
trained volunteer/dog owner in a quiet area of the school
grounds. The story dog does not wander through the school or
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enter classrooms unless invited by the classroom teacher. On
a regular visit the only people who will interact with the story
dog are the students involved in the program. The story dog is
always on a lead when at school and the volunteer is trained to
look for signs of the dog becoming stressed. The dog team has
passed an accreditation test to qualify for the program. In our
case the volunteer is also a vet.

If your child year 2 child is selected for the program families
will receive a consent form to complete before the program
commences. We hope to have the program up and running
later in the term. If you have any questions about the program,
please speak with Julie.

Events in term 3

We have a number of events on in term 3 –

Week Event

Week 3 School photos (see detailed information later in
the newsletter)

Friday 5 August Pupil Free day at NECS

Week 4 Monday 8 August Jeans for Genes Day

Monday – Friday Year 2 AquaSafe swimming with
Royal Life Saving ACT

Week 6 Book Week & Indigenous Literacy Day
celebrations

School Satisfaction survey opens

Responsible Pet Ownership incursion for
preschool

Friday 26 August Wear It Purple Day

Week 7 Meerkat Productions incursion P-2

Week 8 K-2 excursion to the National Museum of Australia

Maths focussed workshop for families

Friday 9 September Pupil Free day at NECS

This list is not exhaustive but may help you to do some forward
planning. Specific information regarding each event will be
shared with families closer to the date. Please keep an eye
on your email, Storypark and your child's bag for notes and
information.

Health

Unfortunately, illness rates remain high in the community and
as such we ask you to please keep your child/ren home if they
are unwell. The COVID reinfection immunity period has dropped

from 12 weeks to 28 days, which may challenge families and
the school community in term 3.

It is important that we are notified if your child or a member of
your household tests positive for COVID. We monitor numbers
and send out communication when necessary. Students may
attend school if they are a household contact, as long as they
follow the ACT Health guidelines for household contacts. We
continue to have Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) available upon
request if your child is showing symptoms related to COVID.
Please contact Erin or Cathy in the front office if you require
additional RATs.

eSafety

Karen deGans, one of our regular preschool casual teachers,
recently completed a teacher professional learning course with
the eSafety Commission. As part of the course, she was given
four copies of the book Swoosh, Glide and Rule Number 5. This
book, written by the eSafety Commission, has been created
to help explain five healthy online habits to children. These
books are available in the library for borrowing by families or
here is a link to Jimmy Rees reading the book on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7gWtlK8vNs

We have a number of great books in the family section of the
library. We encourage families to have a look and if there are
any you would like to borrow please speak to Cathy or Erin in
the front office.

Here a just a few of the title we have -

The value of play

This term we have had a large group of children collaborating in
the sandpit to create a series of tunnels and waterfalls etc. They
start first thing in the morning at 8.30am and keep working each
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play break. This play experience is so valuable. The children are
negotiating, problem solving, collaborating, using rich language.
I have included below a link to the Raising Children website
which has an informative article about the importance of play.

https://raisingchildren.net.au/newborns/play-learning/
play-ideas/why-play-is-important

Warm Regards

Julie

School PhotosSchool Photos

School Photos 2022School Photos 2022

School Photos will take place in week 3.

Your child will have recieved a School Photo order envolope
last week. It is important that you follow the instructions on the
envelope. Please note that payment is made directly to “The

School Photographer” NOT to the school.

Sibling Photo envelopes are available at the front office. Sibling
photos will be scheduled via arrangement with front office on

6142 3828 or [email protected]

Please return the envelope to your child’s classroom teacher
ASAP.

Monday 1Monday 1stst AugustAugust

3year old Butterflies

Green Grass Parrots

Kangaroos

Wednesday 3Wednesday 3rdrd AugustAugust

Emus

Bettongs

Wombats

Thursday 4Thursday 4thth AugustAugust

Koori Butterflies

Red Grass Parrots

Koalas - Infants

Womabat -Toddlers

Platypuses -Preschool

The first group each day will be photographed at 9.20am so
please arrive to school on time to ensure your child is included
in the photo. If you have any questions, please call The School

photographer on 1300795850 or email [email protected]

BettongsBettongs

Can you believe it is Term 3 already? The year is just flying by.
The Bettong class have been investigating Chemical Science
through cooking and experiments. The children made jelly and
drew conclusions based on their observations that jelly starts
off as a solid then turns into a liquid then returns to a solid. We
also investigated how plasticine and corn kernels change when
heat is added.

We are exploring 2D and 3D shapes by making them using
match sticks and pipe cleaners and identifying their properties
using the correct mathematical language.

Our reading strategy focus for the next couple of weeks is
making connections to the texts that we read or have read to
us. Connecting to texts allows students to monitor their own
thinking and make connections between texts and their own
experiences. Students who make connections while reading
are better able to understand the text. Students draw upon their
prior knowledge and experiences to connect with the text.

Jeans of Genes DayJeans of Genes Day

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/2376/
jeans_for_genes_day_2.pdf

PBL AwardsPBL Awards
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Week 1 award recipients

Respect Inclusion Safety Excellence

Caesar

Conan

Angus

Duke

Frederic G

Mia

Nicholas

Violette

Madison

Leo

Isaiah

Byron

Savannah

Lincoln

Gursaanjh

Ashwin

Ellie

Grace

Justin

Max

Vincent

Henry L

Week 2 award recipients

Respect Inclusion Safety Excellence

Florence

Henry

Eh Ku Soe

Kyeson

Owen

Fred

Inayat

Jaidyn

Payton

Tamika

Colin

Siena

Luca

Nicholas

Alice

Walter

Marius

Curtis

Henry

Harley

Leticia

Neveah

Koda

Congratulations certificate

The child has been awared one of each certificate, Respect,
Inclusion, Safety and Excellence.

Adela

Isaiah

Grace

Manaia

Kingston

Oumou

Bianca

Robbie

Frida

Jonah

Mia

Leo

Frederic M-S

Teddy

Nakita

Madison

Violette

Amelie

Eva

Luca

Duke

Savannah

Cali

WombatsWombats

The Wombats are looking forward to another busy and
productive term which includes new and exciting learning
opportunities. Last week, we commenced our new Media Arts
unit – Photography. The Wombats had a lot of fun using the
iPads to capture still images of the natural environment out in
the playground. Take a look at some of the images captured.

In History, the Wombats investigated the concept of family,
identified different members of a family and how they are
connected.

4

https://prod005-au.sz-cdn.net/necs/media/2370/220719051435272/362x502/pbl.png
https://prod005-au.sz-cdn.net/necs/media/2370/220719051435272/362x502/pbl.png
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/685?skin=1


They also investigated the vocabulary around sequencing time
(e.g. past, present, future, long ago, ancient, now).

Visual Arts: This term, we are looking at 2D shapes and how
they are presented in art works. Take a look at our triangular
owls.

Move and GrooveMove and Groove

Move and Groove is a fun music program facilitated by a Music
Therapist and the school’s Community Coordinator. Facilitators
use musical instruments, puppets, parachute and a range of
other props to engage children and their parents and/or carers
in a developmentally, fun and musical environment.

At Move and Groove children 0-4 years and their parents and/
or carers can:
• Learn new songs and musical games.
• Explore percussion instruments, drums, ribbons, puppets and
parachute.
• Move and Groove to the music.
• Enjoy active play.

• Make new friends.
• Enhance child development.

Move and Groove is on Tuesdays from 9:15am-10:45am
(weeks 2-8) during school term in the library. Please bring a
healthy morning tea and sunhat for your child/ren.

A gold coin donation is appreciated to assist with the cost of
the program.

For further information please contact Donna Seal, Community
Coordinator on 6142 3828, email: [email protected]act.edu.au

SELSEL

What is happening in SEL in Term 3?What is happening in SEL in Term 3?

Children have come back keen to engage in learning and have
been active contributors and collaborators in their Social
Emotional Learning (SEL) sessions.

For the first two weeks of the term Wombats and Bettongs
have completed their learning about different emotions and
what makes them feel happy, sad, worried, frustrated and
angry at school. Children have explored how emotions can
be expressed differently through facial expressions and body
language.

As children grow as learners and individuals their self-regulation
strategies can change too. Over the next few weeks children
will be reviewing and exploring a range of movement, sensory
and mindfulness tools they can use to support their emotional
regulation and wellbeing, creating an individual Zones of
Regulation card that they can use as a resource to identify how
they are feeling and selecting a strategy/tool to help them get
back to the Green Zone which is the optimal zone for learning.

Children can sometimes find naming emotions confusing, such
as the feelings of frustration and anger. Emus have been
inquiring into, ‘What is the difference between frustration and
anger?’ We have found out that frustration is the unhappy
feeling that results when you can't do something that you
should be able to do or want to do, when something isn’t going
the way you expected it to, or when something is happening
which is out of your control such as the weather. Whereas
anger is an emotion directed toward someone or something
you perceive has done you wrong. Children will be identifying
their frustration and anger triggers and explore strategies they
can use when feeling frustrated or angry.

Other concepts addressed this term will be

• Friendship boundaries/challenges and what you can
do when problems arise.
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Koala’s- Infant RoomKoala’s- Infant Room

Throughout this month we have been learning about sharing
and taking turns with others, as well as working in a team. The
children learn these skills during experiences such as stacking
Lego blocks to make tall towers, climbing obstacle courses,
and during sandpit play as they cook sand food in the home
corner. We also have been expanding each of the child’s
interests and implementing more art experiences every week.
The children are excited to unleash their creativity and produce
amazing artwork using clay, natural materials, pencils and spray
bottles to achieve these masterpieces. We have also been
working together, both educators and children, to construct
vehicles out of cardboard boxes. Our most recent creation is a
boat where the children enjoy singing and acting out ‘Row Row
Row Your Boat’.

Communities at Work Manager UpdateCommunities at Work Manager Update

I’d like to thank families for their feedback of running before
school care in the warm early childhood rooms instead of
the hall- as your child’s comfort is paramount to us! This will
continue over the remainder of this term and with the weather
hopefully warming up for next term we will then relocate back
to the hall.

Photo sessions running throughout Week 3 and if your child
needs to be part of a sibling photo just let us know and we are
more than happy to ensure they join their siblings for this.

Our sessions will be on Thursday August 4th with the following
schedule:

Koalas 10.20am

Wombats 10.40am

Platypuses 11am

If you have misplaced your envelope, you can pay online at
www.theschoolphotographer.com.au

Or speak to an educator who can assist you.

Kind Regards,

Michelle

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait IslanderNational Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children's DayChildren's Day

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day is
celebrated annually on August 4. This year’s theme is, ‘My
Dreaming, My Future’. Children’s Day is a chance for all
Australians to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
stories, language and the rich cultures of all First Nations
Australians.

To acknowledge and celebrate Children’s Day, children across
P-2 will have the opportunity to read and engage in the
Children’s Day focus text, ‘Tudei en longtaim,’ by Stella
Raymond. The story provides an opportunity for children to
move back and forth in time, comparing how life is lived now
in Aboriginal communities to how it was lived in the past. The
story is written in English and Kriol, (Stella's home language), a
language that is widely spoken across the top of Australia.

To see more activities to help your family celebrate Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day please visit the link
provided https://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/activities/

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/2455/picture1.jpg

Cyber Security for Kids and eSafetyCyber Security for Kids and eSafety

The Australian Cyber Security Centre (ACSC) has launched a
‘Cyber Security Instruction Manual: Kids Cyber Security Guide’.
The guide is for parents, teachers and carers to teach children
in primary school about basic cyber security steps and how to
stay secure online.

Visit Cyber Security for kids | Cyber.gov.au for more
information.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/2371/
cyber_security_instruction_manual_a_kids_guide.pdf

The Education Directorate’s eSafety team will be delivering
webinars (repeated each term) for all ACT public school parents
and carers to learn more about eSafety and how they can best
support their child to develop eSafety knowledge and skills.
Topics covered in the webinar include:

• Problem sizes – We will sort problems into size
categories such as tiny, little, medium, big or huge.
Children will learn about how an emotional response
to a problem should match the size of the problem.
Together we will explore strategies for different sized
problems.
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The webinars will be held online from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm for:

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/2372/
20220719_sb_w1a28_esafety_parents_and_carers_webinar_fl
yer_primary.pdf

UR FaBUR FaB

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/2453/
second_term_in_school._newsletter_4_separation_anxiety.pdf

Community Gardens Working BeeCommunity Gardens Working Bee

A message from the Old Narrabundah Community Council
(ONCC) -

gardening.webp

Over the next few weeks, the Gardening Community and
Friends are working to make the Community Gardens on
Kootara Crescent look beautiful and be ready for spring
planting. If you can lend a hand for any of the following dates,
you’d be most welcome.

You don’t need to be a member of the Community Gardeners
to come and join a working bee. Just turn up at the Gardens on
Kootara Crescent at any of the dates below:

When?When? from 10.30am to 12.30pm

Sat 23 July

Sat 6 August

Sat 20 August

Sat 3 September.

Where?Where? Old Narrabundah Community Gardens, between
Boolimba and Kootara Crescent, (next to the tennis courts).

For more information, contact [email protected].au

2022 NDIS Expo2022 NDIS Expo

NDIS (National Disability Insurance Scheme) Expo is at The
Woden School on Thursday 4 August from 5:00 pm to
7:00 pm. The Woden School, together with Black Mountain
School, invite you to attend an evening with NDIS providers and
organisations to showcase after school care, support workers,
holiday programs and post school options for students.

The event will be a fantastic opportunity for parents and carers
to meet with a range of NDIS providers and find out what they

have to offer. For more information, contact The Woden School
on 6142 0200.

Transition planningTransition planning

TransitionTransition planningplanning informationinformation sessionssessions forfor parentsparents ofof childrenchildren
with developmental delay and disabilitywith developmental delay and disability

The Education Directorate are running some transition planning
information sessions for the parents of children with
developmental delay and disability. The sessions will give
parents practical suggestions of how they can support their
child’s transition and begin to develop a relationship with their
child’s next school.

Transition to Preschool for children with developmental delay
and disability on Monday 15 August from 10:00 am to
11:30 am at Hall Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and
Learning or Wednesday 24 August 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm online.
RSVP to [email protected].

Transition to Primary School for children with developmental
delay and disability on Tuesday 16 August from 10:00 am to
11.30 am at Hall Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and
Learning or Thursday 25 August from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
online. RSVP to [email protected].

Transition to High School and College for children with
disability on Thursday 11 August from 10:00 am to 11:30 am at
Hall Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning or Tuesday
16 August 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm online. RSVP
to [email protected].

English conversation ClassEnglish conversation Class

Road Safety ActivitiesRoad Safety Activities

Kidsafe ACT and CreativiTek have collaborated to create
augmented reality road safety learning experiences and games
for ACT kids. Mobile users can scan QR codes to try the
augmented reality activities.

To read more about the project and augmented reality, go
to Augmented Reality Children's Activities - KIDSAFE ACT.

• understanding eSafety issues impacting young
people

• hard to have conversations with your child

• where to go and how to report when things go wrong

• current trends and updates.

• secondary schools on 4 August or 30 August 20224 August or 30 August 2022

• primary schools on 1 September 20221 September 2022.
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