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Week 6, term 2, 2020

Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message

School has been a hive of activity since we returned on Monday
18 May. Children have been enjoying playing with the new
dinosaurs in the sandpit, writing about their cooking
experiences and participating in physical education lessons.
There is rich learning linked to these experiences. When playing
with dinosaurs the children are collaborating with peers, using
rich technical language like ankylosaurs, carnivore,
tyrannosaurus rex etc. When children have a rich vocabulary,
it can lead to improved writing. Whilst making fruit kebabs
is fun and engaging the children are also deepening their
understanding of number and fractions and they also had to
think deeply about how they would record their writing, what
words would they use, what order would they write the
instructions in etc. Our educators spend a great deal of time
planning engaging experiences that help the children to
continually support and extend their learning.

The whole school community has been engaged in deep
learning linked to National Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week.
Educators have used the book Welcome to Country by Aunty
Joy Murphy and Lisa Kennedy to springboard learning and
discussions with the children. We have dedicated a section of
the newsletter to sharing our rich learning.

Today I am including a link to an article on sleep for children.
There is a great deal of research outlining the links between
sleep and learning.

Good-quality sleep helps your child concentrate, remember
things and behave well. This helps her to be a successful
learner. Poor sleep or not enough sleep affects concentration,
memory and behaviour, making it harder for your child to learn.
Children who don’t sleep well are more likely to feel sleepy at
school during the day and to have difficulties with learning. I
would encourage you to have a read.

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/sleep/
understanding-sleep/sleep-learning

Warm Regards

Julie

Koori Preschool classroomKoori Preschool classroom
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It has been a busy few weeks in Koori Preschool, the children
have been building connection to country through our ‘Sorry
Day’ discussions and our Reconciliation Week experiences. We
began our learning by listening to the stories ‘Welcome Home
to Country’ and ‘Coming Home to Country’ the children also
explored the concepts in the stories using our new provocation
table. This table provides hands on connections to stories such
as animals, felt pieces, drawings and natural materials. The
children also explored the symbols and colours used in the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags and they then created
their own flags and attached meaning to the colours they
chose. As a class we brainstormed why we do an
acknowledgement of country and or welcome to country and
the children were introduced to the NECS acknowledgment of
country. During our singing time Koori pre has been learning ‘I
Am Australian’ in Ngunnawal language and English. We have
also found time to share a story with Miss Bec each day
because staying connected to our NECS family is very
important to all our students and staff.

Reconciliation Week at NECSReconciliation Week at NECS

Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as individuals,
families, communities, organisations and importantly as a
nation. At the heart of this journey are relationships between
the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. We all have a role to play when it comes
to reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build
relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples, histories, cultures and futures.

The NECS school community has been inquiring into the 2020
Reconciliation theme – ‘In this together’ and what it means for
us as we learn, grow and share the land together. Children
engaged in the reading of ‘Welcome to Country’, a beautiful

picture book by Aunty Joy Murphy and Lisa Kennedy, exploring
the meaning the author is trying to communicate – we are a
part of this land and the land is a part of us. Children inquired
into the meaning behind the colours, symbols and images of
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags and the Australian
flag and then used this knowledge to create their own flag/art
piece that represents the theme ‘In this Together’. Children
have also revisited the meaning behind the NECS school
Acknowledgment of Country.

The colours children chose for their flag will also be included
in a whole school artwork as a culmination of learning and will
displayed in a central location.

We are very excited to have Kristie Peters, a local Aboriginal
artist who will be working with educators and children at NECS
as a part of the outdoor Indigenous art project. Kristie will share
with children the story of Cockatoo Dreaming and how this
connects with the outdoor project. Children will be decorating
their handprint with aboriginal symbols and these handprints
will be spray painted onto the grey poles in our outdoor play
environment which also links beautifully to the theme – ‘In this
together’ as all children and staff of NECS will be participating.

Culture ClubCulture Club

We had a wonderful session at Culture Club today. We
welcomed a special visitor Emma Laverty who ran a workshop
for children teaching Indigenous Contemporary Dance. Children
had a wonderful time learning a bird dance.

We also had a close look at animal tracks and Aboriginal
symbols. First students predicted which track matched which
animal. We then listened to Bec read ‘A special Land’, which
incorporated animal tracks in its illustrations. Children then had
opportunities to make and explore animal tracks and Aboriginal
symbols using different mediums; play dough, sand,
whiteboards. Some students used the Aboriginal symbols and
animal tracks to create a story.

Thank you Emma Laverty for joining our Culture Club this week,
we really enjoyed your expertise and passion for dance.

Semester 1 ReportsSemester 1 Reports
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End of Semester reports will be emailed to K-2 families. It is
important that we have your most up to date and preferred
email address so you receive your child's report in a timely
manner.

Please update your details with us as soon as possible. Reports
are due to be emailed home on Friday 26 June. Drop in and see
Audrey in the front office, email us on info@necs.act.edu.au or
give us a call on 6142 3828 to ensure we have your preferred
email address.

Communities at Work - Playschool RoomCommunities at Work - Playschool Room

This month the Playschool children will be focusing on the
theme ‘weather’. They will learn about all of the seasons and
talk about appropriate clothing that will need to wear for
example coats and beanies for winter. Last month the children
focused on the theme 'animals'. Each week there was a
different sub category, for example one week was insects,
another week was birds. The children had various activities
set up to support their learning throughout the day such as
magnetic tiles and LEGO for fine motor and painting and
drawing for their imaginations and creativity.

2021 Enrolments2021 Enrolments

Online enrolments are now open for the 2021 school year. If
your child is currently enrolled in preschool at NECS their
enrolment will ‘roll over’ to kindergarten at NECS in 2021.

It is important that all of our year 2 families complete an online
enrolment form if you are planning on enrolling in an ACT
Public School. It is highly recommended that you complete an
enrolment BEFORE 5 June. You can use the link below to
complete the online enrolment process.

https://form.act.gov.au/smartforms/servlet/
SmartForm.html?formCode=1087

Enrolment applications made between 28 April 2020 and 5
June 2020 will receive an offer from 27 July 2020. Applications
made after 5 June will receive their offers later in the year.

There are many benefits to being enrolled at an Early
Childhood School. The Early Childhood Schools were created
as a result of research that found there were many benefits to
delaying a child’s transition until they are 8 years old (year 3).
Research shows that children are more resilient, are more
confident and have better developed learning behaviours to
manage a transition at eight years of age versus at age five.

If you would like to discuss any enrolment issues please don’t
hesitate to email info@necs.act.edu.au or give us a call on
6142 3828.

Changes to Semester 1 ReportingChanges to Semester 1 Reporting

Due to the unprecedented circumstances faced by schools
across Australia this year, a national agreement has been
reached to modify school reporting for Semester 1. In the ACT
we will reduce the level of Semester 1 reporting for students
from Kindergarten to year 10.

We recognise that providing families with information about
their child’s progress and learning is crucial and will be
especially valuable after the start to the year we have all
experienced.

Semester 1 school reports for 2020 will still include information
about each student’s level of progress against specific
achievement standards for the learning areas that were covered
in Semester 1. Teachers will still make a judgement about the
level of engagement each student has demonstrated with their
learning and, where appropriate, work habits. Personal and
Social Capability will still be included.

Reports in Semester 1 will not include overall grades for learning
areas/subjects or a comparative A-E grade summary.
Additionally, reports will not include attendance information for
Semester 1.

If you would like further information about your child’s progress
please consult with your classroom/subject teacher.
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For any other queries or concerns, you can contact the
Education Directorate via the Education Directorate Contact
Form or call 6205 5429.

ParentlineParentline

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/431/
ad_service_open_in_the_times_of_covid_19.pdf
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