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Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message

Congratulations to the graduating year 2 class of 2020. We
are so proud of you all. You are all individuals with different
strengths. We know you have the skills and abilities to thrive in
year 3 at your new schools next year. Remember to embrace all
of the new opportunities and approach everything with a 'can
do' attitude. I want to specially thank Mel for the contribution
she has made to your education and care over the past three
years at NECS. She has a special relationship with the children
and their families over such a long period of time. Good luck to
the children and families as you embark on the next phase of
your child’s education, it has been a privilege to work with you
at NECS.

2020 has been a long and complex year and I would like to
take the opportunity to thank the staff team at NECS. Our year
started with the school being damaged in the hail storm, then
we were on alert each day due to poor air quality caused by
the bushfires and then the world COVID health pandemic hit.
Staff have taken it all in their stride, demonstrated flexibility and
determination to ensure each child's needs were met. I am
looking forward to 2021 and further embedding our practice
and continued improvement.

We are lucky to have all our current class teachers and
permanent Learning Support Assistants remaining at NECS
in 2021. I would like to thank our casual Learning Support
Assistants who contribute greatly to our school:

The support you provide to children at NECS is essential and
we hope to see you back at NECS in 2021.

In 2021 our teaching staff team will consist of:

3 year old Butterflies – Kim McGregor and Asha Wright

Green Grass Parrots – Kim Middleton, Karen deGans
(Wednesdays) and Kris Peters

Kangaroos – Matt Judge and Zahra Yazdi

Red Grass Parrots – Kim Middleton, Karen deGans
(Wednesdays) and Toni Clarke

Koori Butterflies – Rebecca Saunders and Asha Wright

Kindergarten Emus – Jessica Coombes

Kindergarten Bettongs – Mel Peterson-Navin

Year 1/2 Wombats – Julie-Anne Lambert

Year 1/2 Hoverflies - Samantha Harris

Visual Arts – Sandra Hall

HPE & Music – Katie Young

Social and Emotional Learning – Robyn Kiddy

I would like to express my thanks to the NECS School Board
members. 2020 has been an enormous year however together
we progressed our plans despite what 2020 has thrown at
us. I would particularly like to thank Sophie Harper who has
been the Board Chair for two years. Your commitment to high
standards and your care for the NECS community has been
much appreciated and evident in all you do. We will run a formal
election process in 2021 to seek a new parent representative to
take Sophie's place.

Finally thank you to the NECS community for your ongoing
support and feedback. It is through strong relationships and
communication that we will continually improve and ensure

• Georgia

• Jarrad

• Kira

• Harry
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your children receive a high standard of care and education at
NECS. We look forward to seeing many families return to NECS
in the new year. Please remember there are a range of different
‘first days’ in 2021:

* On Monday 1 February the Green Grass Parrots, Kangaroos,
3 year old Butterflies, Kindergarten Emus and Kindergarten
Bettongs start school at 9am.

* On Tuesday 2 February the Year 1/2 Hoverflies and Year 1/2
Wombats start school at 9am.

* On Thursday 4 February the Red Grass Parrots and Koori
Butterflies start school at 9am.

We wish you all the best for a safe and restful break.

Warm Regards

Julie

Green ParrotsGreen Parrots

The Green Parrots have been very busy the last couple of
weeks. We are enjoying watching and observing the changes
in our tadpoles and silkworms. Several children are enjoying the
more complex larger floor puzzles and layered lifecycle puzzles.
We have had fun in the hall playing parachute games. There
was some amazing and complex block building and creating
with the plasticine. There was some yummy meals being made
at the campsite from the fish that we caught. Small groups
practiced counting whilst playing the ladybug game. Some
people did some amazing still life drawings of our silkworms.
We also began out transition to Kindy visits. Those children that
are continuing at NECS visited the Emu room with Kris and
Zahra. Miss Julie-Anne read us a story and we got to do a
purple and glitter picture afterwards. The Children's Week fun
day was exciting, going on the jumping castle and getting our
faces painted. Outside we have particularly enjoyed the musical
instruments on the mat and pipes in the sandpit. The children
have enjoyed playing letter swat, finger painting pictures of
butterflies and flowers and making pictures with the Tap Tap
pieces and making paper chain caterpillars.

Your partners in education,

Kim Kris and Karen

NECS School Board 2021NECS School Board 2021

Narrabundah Early Childhood School Board will have 1 Parent
& Citizen vacancy next year. The term of appointment is two
years, commencing on 1 April 2021 for all vacancies.

The functions of the school board of a public school, as
specified in section 39 of the Education Act 2004 (the Act), are:

We welcome all those who wish to consider involvement in the
Board. Meetings are held four times a year during term time. No
previous experience is necessary. The Education and Training
Directorate provides all new board members with training and a
very informative manual on their role and responsibilities.

Nominations for the vacant position will open at 11.00am on
Monday, 1st February 2021 and close at 11.00am on Monday,
15th February 2021. Nomination Forms will be available from
the front office and via email to
cathy.macmaster@ed.act.edu.au

Culture ClubCulture Club

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/946/
newsletter_article_culture_club_dec_2020_003_.pdf

Communities at WorkCommunities at Work

Communities@WorkCommunities@Work areare operatingoperating thethe SchoolSchool HolidayHoliday ProgramProgram
the following dates:the following dates:

21-23 December 2020 and21-23 December 2020 and

4-29 January 20214-29 January 2021

ToTo enrolenrol pleaseplease emailemail necs@commsatwork.orgnecs@commsatwork.org oror callcall
6142382461423824

• to establish strategic direction and priorities for the
school

• to monitor and review school performance and to
report on it to the
Director-General, parents of students at the school
and staff

• to develop, maintain and review curriculum for the
school

• to develop and review education policies at the
school

• to establish budgetary policies for the school and
approve the school budget

• to establish policies for the efficient and effective use
of school assets and the management of financial
risk

• to develop relationships between the school and the
community and between the school and community
organisations

• to make recommendations to the Director-General
on issue affecting the school and to give effect to the
Director-General’s directions

• to encourage parent participation in their children’s
learning; and

• to exercise any other function given to the board
under this Act or any other Territory law.
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https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/974/
communities_work_shp_summer_calendar_narrabundah_202
0_21.pdf

Shop smart, and play safe this summerShop smart, and play safe this summer

With Christmas and school holidays just around the corner,
make sure to shop smart and think about both safety and
sustainability when buying gifts for family and friends.

Parents can play their part in keeping their kids safe this festive
and holiday season by:

Why not consider sustainable gifts this festive season?
Sustainable gifts are not only good for the environment, they are
often better for the hip pocket too! Smart and sustainable gift
ideas include tours and passes to local attractions, organic gifts
like worm farms and plants, or second-hand presents.

For more tips on safe and sustainable shopping this summer
visit www.act.gov.au/shopsmart

Libraries ACTLibraries ACT

The summer holidays are fast approaching and Libraries ACT
has a free summer activity booklet for students to help them
stay engaged with their learning during the summer break.
The resource pack includes word activities, reading challenges
and colouring activities all inspired by the Queensland State
Library. These activities help students strengthen their reading
and writing skills in a fun and creative way. This is a great
opportunity for parents and carers to be a literacy champion
and continue to help equip children with the skills they need for
success over the holidays.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/973/
20201215_sb_w10a8_2020_summer_reading_resources_acti
vity_book_libraries_act.pdf

Mojo GuitarMojo Guitar

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/944/
mojo_school_flyer_revised_.pdf

Beyond BlueBeyond Blue

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/945/
newsletter_article_beyond_blue_2020.pdf

• checking the age recommendations for toys and
buying those which reflect the child’s age and do not
pose a choking hazard

• reading and following the warning labels and
instructions on toys

• ensuring all household items with button batteries
can’t be opened by children

• keeping toys with lithium button batteries well away
from small children · checking information about
recent national safety toy recalls at
www.productsafety.gov.au

• supervising children at all times when they are playing
in pools.
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