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Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message

Play. It is such a simple word but so complicated, particularly
when used in the context of schools. Many people think that
play and learning are mutually exclusive, that if you are doing
one you are not doing the other. The skills that our educators
bring to NECS is the ability to engage children in learning
through play. The school leadership team is currently engaged
in ongoing professional discussion around play and how we as
leaders can model, influence and engage staff in best practice
related to learning through play.

The benefits of play are widely reported in the research
literature. Just a few of those benefits are that play boosts
mental health, physical health, it develops executive function,
provides increased opportunity for communication, negotiation,
problem-solving and self-regulation.

The job of educators is to use engaging teaching strategies
to actively involve the children in the curriculum and most
importantly to teach the children how to become active
learners. Educators at NECS use the same national curriculums
as all other schools in the ACT and Australia. The Early Years
Learning Framework guides preschool education and the
Australian Curriculum guides all learning in kindergarten, year 1
and year 2. The Semester 1 report that K-2 children received is
an ACT Public School system-wide report.

The first day of Bush School for children in K-2 was on Monday.
It was a perfect Canberra winter’s day to explore the
Narrabundah Wetlands. The children walked down Kootara
Crescent to the Mills Creek Oval. The children were engaged

in a range of learning and play experiences throughout the
day. The children engaged in group discussion with educators,
built houses out of sticks and enjoyed spotting teddy bears
in the trees. The teddy spotting was a wonderful link to our
Geography studies as the children shared stories about where
else they had seen teddies recently on local walks with their
family. The children spent the day exploring, playing, creating
and building within the environment. I’m sure there were many
tired children on Monday night following their busy day in
nature. Our next Bush School is on Monday at Red Hill Nature
Reserve and we can’t wait.

Last week Donna Seal, our extraordinary Community
Coordinator, successfully launched the NECS Walking School
Bus. This initiative is in its very early stages. NECS has
partnered with Community Services #1 to recruit volunteers
to safely walk children to school each day. We have a pilot
group of six children whom are enjoying walking to school each
morning with the support of a volunteer and Donna. We have
already had a number of families ask how they can join the
Walking School Bus. At this stage we are piloting the program.
Our aim is, in time, to expand the program to allow other
children to join in. We will continue to share information with the
NECS community as this project unfolds.

Lastly, this week I would like to encourage as many families as
possible to complete the School Satisfaction Survey. We take
school improvement seriously and in order to improve we need
your constructive feedback. As an incentive to complete the
online survey we are offering families the chance to win one of
two uniform packs containing a school hat and a school shirt.
Once you complete the online survey please give your name to
Audrey or Cathy in the front office for your chance to win. If you
would like more details on the survey please speak to Cathy or
Audrey.
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Warm regards

Julie

Koori Preschool RoomKoori Preschool Room

Koori preschool has had a busy few weeks. We have been
spending time building our understanding of ‘connection’ and
exploring what it means to be connected to family, each other
and country.

This week we learnt about Kolap a traditional seed throwing
game played on Mer Island in the Torres Strait late last century.
The game is named after the beans of the Kolap tree which
were used as throwing objects. As a part of our exploration
of games, Uncle David shared his love of football and made
some traditional footballs with the class using a range of natural
materials such as emu feathers. Our year 1/2 Bettong buddies
have also been sharing games with us, teaching us the rules
and how to play by the rules of the game. Koori preschool
children have really enjoyed this shared time together.

Communities at WorkCommunities at Work

Playschool Room

During our indoor learning experiences, our Playschool children
enhance their hand-eye coordination, visual scanning and
literacy skills by matching flash cards, fixing magnetic letters
on the white boards and fixing puzzles into their relevant slots.
Children have also been able to enjoy exploring with the play
dough, which further developed their sensory and manipulation
skills as they used the different tools to cut, roll and stamp
the dough. A few of the Playschool children engaged in the
weight distribution scale activity. This activity enhanced their
measurement understanding, in terms of the weight of the
scales and how they were able to decide on the correct amount
of weight to bring to reach the balance.

When the children are outdoors, they participate in a variety of
experiences such as climbing on the obstacle course, walking
on the stepping domes, drawing with chalks, playing in the
sand pit using shovels as well as engaging in block
construction. Throughout the above experiences, the children
expand their gross motor, body balancing, imagination,
creativity, construction skills and connection with our natural
environment.

Dear families,

Just a reminder that children attending before school care are
to be dropped off in Playschool room.

Lunch orders for NECS students from the canteen are to be
placed at the front office by 11:00am.

School PhotographsSchool Photographs

School photographs will be taken on the 1st, 2nd and 11th
September. Please see the table below for class dates and
times.

Class Date Time

3 year Butterflies 1st Sept 9.15

Green Parrots 1st Sept 9.35

Kangaroos 1st Sept 9.50

Emus 2nd Sept 9.15

Hoverflies 2nd Sept 9.35

Wombats 2nd Sept 9.50

Koori Pre Butterflies 11th Sept 9.15

Red Parrots 11th Sept 9.35
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Bettongs 11th Sept 9.50

Message from the NECS School Board ChairMessage from the NECS School Board Chair

The NECS School Board is made up of a group of engaged
people who meet regularly: parents and carers, an independent
community representative, teaching staff, and of course the
Principal Julie. I’ve been involved since my daughter, now in
year two, started kindergarten and I have seen a lot of changes.
I’m pleased say, as you can probably feel from your interactions
with teachers, the atmosphere at pickup and drop-off, from the
school’s communications to families, and from what the kids
are telling you, that NECS is on a good track in 2020, in spite of
all the challenges the world has thrown at us.

We are pleased to be able to see a real difference being made
for students through investment in quality library books as well
as teaching and classroom resources. There’s an outdoor
masterplan which has seen many improvements to the
playground this year including shade covers in more places,
upgrades in the pre-school area, a shed being constructed for
housing the wonderful new outdoor resources, and outdoor
security lighting upgrades, with more improvements to come.
The Board were also happy to be able to reduce financial
pressure just a little on families this year by making the decision
not to seek voluntary contributions from NECS families in 2020.

It’s been an incredibly difficult year starting with bushfires and
that horrible, oppressive smoke, then the hailstorm that caused
devastating damage including to the school, and then a global
pandemic. Everyone has been through a lot. Throughout it all
though, positive things have been happening at NECS: the
introduction of music classes for all K-2 students this year; the
emphasis on social and emotional learning; the reinvigorated
focus on play-based learning; and now after so much disruption
and angst, it is just wonderful to have bush school going ahead
this term as well.

For a little background, school boards have specific
responsibility for endorsing and overseeing the strategic
direction and priorities of the school; monitoring and reviewing
school performance; developing, maintaining and reviewing
curriculum; approving budgets for the effective use of school
resources; and management of financial risk. I am also really
happy to talk to you about your thoughts, concerns and ideas
about NECS and your experiences of it, so don’t hesitate to
reach out to me at sophie.a.harper@gmail.com or anytime in
the playground.

Warm regards,

Sophie Harper

Kindergarten Health ChecksKindergarten Health Checks

A reminder for parents of Kindergarten students that Canberra
Health Services is offering aa targetedtargeted kindergartenkindergarten healthhealth checkcheck
concentrating on vision and hearingconcentrating on vision and hearing.

These health checks are performed in clinics at the City Health
Centre Mondays and Fridays and there will be appointments
most days in the school holidays.

ForFor appointmentsappointments pleaseplease callcall thethe CentralCentral IntakeIntake LineLine onon 51245124
9977.9977.

Transition to SchoolTransition to School

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/711/
20200825_sb_w6a9_transition_to_school_webinar.pdf

Be YouBe You

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/717/
be_you_newsletter_article_2020.pdf

Child Development ServiceChild Development Service

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/712/
20200825_sb_w6a3_what_are_cds_clinics.pdf

School Satisfaction SurveySchool Satisfaction Survey

Want to help improve our school?Want to help improve our school?

School survey extended to 4 SeptemberSchool survey extended to 4 September
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Over 25 parents and carers have already completed the 2020
School Satisfaction & Climate Survey but, for the results to
reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as
many of you as possible to complete the survey before the 4th
September.

Please take 10 minutes to complete the 2020 School
Satisfaction & Climate Survey and help improve our school.
Enter this link https://tinyurl.com/https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmjy6y8owmj into your device to
complete the online survey for parents before 4 September.
You will need to have your child’s Student ID handy. This link
may be re-used if you want to complete the survey for a second
child.

If you are unsure what your child’s student ID is please call
the school front office on 61426142 38283828 for details. To encourage
families to participate in the survey we are giving away two
NECS uniform packs. Each pack contains one school shirt and
one school hat. Once you have completed the survey please
pass on your details to Cathy or Audrey in the front office and
you can go in the draw to win one of two uniform packs.
Winners will be contacted once the survey has closed.

Thanks to all our families who have completed the survey; your
feedback is appreciated.

Stranger SafetyStranger Safety

This is reminder to help our children understand the importance
of stranger safety and the need to report any unusual incidents
or approaches to staff immediately.

If you become aware of an incident, or notice anyone acting
suspiciously around a school or child, contact police
immediately on 131 444 or in the case of an emergency call
000. If you witness incidents or if you have any information that
could assist Police, contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
Information can be provided anonymously.

Please support us to keep our children safe by having
conversations about moving safely around the community and
what to do if they ever feel unsafe. You may wish to visit
the AFP website section on Child Safety for tips. In addition,
the Safety4Kids is a non-government website that has useful
information and links. The Constable Kenny website also has a
number of tips for parents.

Connect in CanberraConnect in Canberra

In a year that has tested all aspects of Canberra’s wellbeing, we
have been reminded of our responsibilities to each other and
the power of community. The Community Services Directorate
has developed the Wellbeing Calls Service and Connect in
Canberra website to keep the community informed and
connected through COVID-19.

The Wellbeing Calls Service is provided by the Australian Red
Cross and is available to all ACT residents who would like to
register for a free phone call to feel more connected and less
isolated. You can call the service on 02 6234 7630 between
8am and 4pm weekdays or register for a call by completing the

CSD SmartForm found on the Community Services website.
On the Connect in Canberra website, you can access a range
of support services including emergency food relief and visit
sections on Supporting Our Neighbours (including a Know Your
Neighbour card), Online Safety, Health and Wellbeing, Activities
Hub, Kids Corner, What’s On and a Community Activities Pack.
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Woden Valley GymnasticsWoden Valley Gymnastics

Woden Valley Gymnastics Club in Weston Creek. Our
Kindergym Program (9 months – Preschool age) is offering one
free trial class for new members in Weeks 7 – 10 of Term 3 (

31st August – 26th September).

Kindergym is the number one movement program for 0 – 5
years in Australia. It helps young children develop a mixture
of fundamental movement skills, gymnastics skills and
neuro-nastic skills. It’s an all-round positive movement
experience, presented with colourful, interactive activities that
relate to a fortnightly theme with the aim to positively influence
a child’s outlook on physical activity for life.

It’s a wonderful way for children and their caregivers to bond,
learn and grow.

Sign up link is: https://wodenvalleygymnastics.wufoo.com/
forms/zo9zim1mfqboz/
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