
23-27 Kootara Crescent
Narrabundah ACT 2604
Subscribe:Subscribe: https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/subscribe

Email:Email: info@necs.act.edu.au
Phone:Phone: 02 6142 3828

Week 4, Term 3, 2020

Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message

Bush School countdown is on. We have 5 school days until the
children in K-2 participate in their first Bush School experience
for 2020. On Monday 24 August the children will be walking
down to the Narrabundah Wetlands to explore the natural
environment and engage in active, outdoor play. Staff hosted
and recorded a Google Meet for families this week outlining
key aspects of Bush School. If you would like to view the
presentation, please go to Storypark.

As part of COVID safe practices it is important we are vigilant
about health and hygiene. This means if your child has any kind
of illness, even if it is just a runny nose, they must not come to
school. If your child comes to school unwell, you will be asked
to collect them. We will be stricter in implementing these rules
than you are perhaps used to, but it is for the health and safety
of everyone in our school community. We thank you for your
cooperation in these complex times.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/677/
5_return_f2f_prevent_the_spread_of_germs_poster.pdf

Thank you to families who have taken the time to meet with
teachers in our recent family/teacher interviews. I know staff
have found these meetings very useful and the information
gathered will help them to personalise learning for your child
in semester 2. If you would still like to make a time to meet
with your child’s class teacher please email us at
info@necs.act.edu.au to make arrangements.

Whilst it seems early to be thinking about 2021, we are in fact
already making plans. Essential to these plans are knowing how
many children will be at NECS. Enrolment numbers influence
the number of staff we have at NECS, class composition,
number of classes etc. and as such it is essential that we
know if your child will no longer be attending NECS in the
future (excluding current Year 2 students). Please keep us up
to date with your 2021 intentions via an email to

info@necs.ed.act.edu.au or a phone call to Cathy or Audrey on
6142 3828.

Warm Regards

Julie

Green Parrots ClassroomGreen Parrots Classroom

The Green Parrots have continued to explore and learn about
shapes. We have looked at Sidney Nolan’s paintings of Ned
Kelly and discussed how he used geometric shapes to create
the objects in his paintings. Children then transferred this
knowledge, using shapes to create their own pictures. We
have ‘spatter painted’ shapes and enjoyed seeing how the
shapes made a picture. Other craft experiences children have
engaged in include ‘magic’ candle painting with watercolours
and looking at how we can make patterns with string painting.
In the past week children have begun inquiring into
measurement, investigating how many blocks tall, long or wide
an object or picture is. They have also enjoyed working in
small groups to complete large floor puzzles. Each Tuesday
Green Grass Parrots and Kangaroo’s come together for our
fundamental movement sessions in the hall. The children are
really enjoying using a range of equipment whilst exploring
and practising various movement skills. We have been very
impressed with how confident the children are at writing their
name. The progress in just a couple of weeks has been
wonderful.

A reminder that children require a hat outside now!A reminder that children require a hat outside now!

Kangaroos ClassroomKangaroos Classroom
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During term three we have made fantastic progress in the
Kangaroos group. The children have been working together
productively to achieve goals in their play and have developed
their skills when interacting in groups. They are developing
meaningful friendships with a wide range of children and have
also enjoyed sharing more experiences with the other preschool
groups including spending time in each other’s classrooms,
going to library together, and going to the hall for fundamental
motor skills.

We are engaging in deeper literacy and numeracy esperiences
at preschool in preparation for our transition to kindergarten.
The children have shown interest in name writing and learning
about letters and sounds and are always using mathematical
concepts in their play such as counting, measuring and
grouping.

We have also been learning about how to keep our bodies
healthy and the different systems that work together to keep
our bodies functioning. The children are fascinated by this
concept and are very keen to further explore how their body
works, especially the gross and messy bits.

Matt & Zahra

School PhotosSchool Photos

ClassClass photosphotos willwill bebe takentaken onon thethe 1st,1st, 2nd2nd andand 11th11th September.September.
Please see below for class times.Please see below for class times.

Class Date Time

3 year Butterflies 1st Sept 9.15

Green Parrots 1st Sept 9.35

Kangaroos 1st Sept 9.50

Emus 2nd Sept 9.15

Hoverflies 2nd Sept 9.35

Wombats 2nd Sept 9.50

Koori Pre Butterflies 11th Sept 9.15

Red Parrots 11th Sept 9.35

Bettongs 11th Sept 9.50

OrderOrder formform forfor pricingpricing purposes.purposes. PleasePlease dodo notnot putput inin anyany orderorder
forms at this stage.forms at this stage.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/680/
school_photos.pdf

Communities at WorkCommunities at Work

CANTEEN UPDATE:CANTEEN UPDATE:

we would like to communicate that from the 24th of August
there are going to be a few changes to the canteen menu
offered.
Changes:Changes:

- Beef option only available for burgers
- Chicken and vegetarian options only available for

wraps

- Chicken nuggets price will be $4

- Mixed fruit salad will be no longer availablewill be no longer available

Additions:Additions:

- Mini chef-made sausage rolls at $4

- Seasonal fruit of choice between apple, banana, or
3 watermelon slices at $1 each

- 150gr vanilla yogurt at $2

OSHC PROGRAM:OSHC PROGRAM:

- As per our "Missing or Unaccounted for Child Procedure",
we need families to utilise the Kindynow app to mark children
absent before 3:00 pm each day. If we have not been notified
of the absence, we are authorised to contact parents and
subsequently, other emergency contacts on file to determine
the whereabouts of the child. If these contacts cannot be
contactable, the service will contact the emergency services
seeking immediate assistance from local police.

As per National Regulation, Serious Incident - Section 174(2)(a)
and Regulation 176(2)(a), (Regulation 12) - defined as "child
appears missing or unaccounted for".

- To look after the wellbeing of our children in ensuring we are
providing for a safe and warm environment, Before School Care
will run in the Playschool room until spring.

TODDLER ROOM:TODDLER ROOM:

During the past weeks, we have been focusing on various
learning experiences. During our indoor time, our Toddlers have
been enhancing their language, cognitive and speech
development by looking at picture books. They have
demonstrated their knowledge of the Aboriginal symbols that
are displayed in our room by trying to identify them. Our children
have shown their numeracy skills by counting the pictures on
the posters, they have developed their imagination and fine
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motor skills by participating in drawing experiences as well as
by building train tracks.

When engaging outdoors, our children participate in a variety
of activities to further build on the skills on focus. For instance,
to support numeracy and counting, children engage in water
painting on the numbers drawn with chalks. To embed a sense
of sustainability and knowledge of the natural environment, we
assist children to take care of our plans by watering them. To
explore social skills, cooperation and peer play, the children are
offered blocks to build with, a see-saw for turn taking and group
times to explore dramatic engagement.

Hats back on in AugustHats back on in August

The beginning of August is when daily UV levels start to rise
again in Canberra to levels that warrant sensible sun protection
when spending time outdoors during certain periods of the
day. And while August is still cold in Canberra, it is the time for
all children and educators to reach for their favourite wide
brimmed hat and to start thinking about sun protection
throughout the day.

The beginning of August is Hats ON again for all of us! Please
ensure your child has a sunsmart hat at school each day.
Children will be directed to play undercover or in the shade if
they do not have a hat.

School Satisfaction SurveySchool Satisfaction Survey

Dear parents/carers

As part of our continuous effort to improve ACT schools, the
Education Directorate invites you to give feedback in an online
survey about your satisfaction with public education. In addition
to items developed to measure satisfaction and school climate,
the 2020 survey includes questions about your experiences of
learning at home during Term 2.

Your responses will help your school to identify what it does
well and how it can improve. The data will also be used to
underpin school improvement practices and inform government
priorities. It may also be used in research projects and
longitudinal studies aimed at improving the quality of education
services in the ACT.

All personal information will be handled in accordance with
the Information Privacy Act 2014. Details about how personal
information is stored and used are available in our Privacy
Policy at http://education.act.gov.au. Your responses will be
only reported and used in aggregate with responses from other
staff. NoNo personalpersonal identifyingidentifying informationinformation willwill bebe providedprovided toto anyany
school or college.school or college.

The survey should take 10-15 minutes to complete and you
can access it from any mobile device until MondayMonday 3131 AugustAugust
20202020. Your participation is voluntary, but we do hope you
will help. Learn more about the survey here:
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/
school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey

You should have recieved an email that contains a link to the
survey, so please don’t delete it in case you need it at a later
stage.

If you have not recieved the emailed link to participate in the
survey please contact the School front office on 02 6142 3828.

Culture ClubCulture Club

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/626/
culture_club_newsletter_article_aug_2020.pdf

Wear It Purple DayWear It Purple Day

Wear it Purple Day is an opportunity to show our LGBTQ+
community members, our rainbow families, that we support
them and they are valued members of our school community.
Inclusion matters for everybody within our community and
celebrating Wear it Purple Day is an opportunity for our school
to recognise this. Our diverse community is our strength.

Children, staff and families are invited to wear purple to help
acknowledge this special day.

When – Friday 28 August

Who – Everyone
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Child SafetyChild Safety

Child safety is everyone's responsibility. In Australia, transport
injuries are the most common cause of child injury death and
second most common cause of injury related hospital
admission for children aged 0 to 14 years. The good news is
that you can reduce the risk of road trauma for children. The
Kidsafe resources below have been developed to help guide
parents, carers and professionals in all areas of road safety
including driveway safety, car safety, child car restraints (car
seats), fitting child restraints, dangers of hot cars, pedestrian
safety, small wheeled devices (scooters, skateboards, etc.),
and bike safety. We encourage families to familiarise
themselves with child restraint guidelines. Please use the two
links below for more information:

ACT Policing

Kidsafe

Young Stars - National Science WeekYoung Stars - National Science Week

The ‘Young Stars’ program is running a free community science
experiment in National Science Week on Saturday 22 August,
1-3pm, for children aged 6+ living in the ACT. Since 2016, the
program has brought together more than 50 children to explore
the worlds of astronomy, astrophysics and science on the ANU
Campus. Due to COVID-19 the program has moved online,
now reading students across the world.

During Science Week, Young Stars will host an online DIY
experiment to Measure gravity across the ACT using simple
pendulums. To register for this exciting family event please
go to the Measuring Gravity event link. Please note, parental
supervision is required to avoid hazards related to small parts. If
you are interested we encourage you to explore the links above.
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