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Week 2. Term 3 2020

Principal's MessagePrincipal's Message

It is lovely to see children and families back at school following
the recent break. I begin this week's newsletter with exciting
news. Recently the NECS Deputy Principal position was
advertised and it is with great joy that I formally announce that
the position has been won by Robyn Kiddy. Robyn has done
an excellent job to date this year acting in the position. Robyn
brings with her a wealth of experience in leading teaching and
learning P-6 and a commitment to excellence. She has quickly
embraced the NECS community and I know she will continue to
collaborate and lead NECS forward into the future. I know you
will join with me in congratulating Robyn on this well deserved
promotion.

As everyone is well aware the COVID-19 health pandemic is far
from over. We urge families to regularly check and read their
emails as we are continually sending out updates from ACT
Health and the Education Directorate.

The following update was sent home on 21 July.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/578/
covid_letter_week_1.pdf

At NECS we haven’t let the COVID crisis slow us down. We
hope you have noticed the beautification work that has taken
place in the preschool yard. We have replaced sand near the
bridge and river rock area with mulch, laid some lovely new
artificial turf and erected a fence to help keep our youngest
children safe at preschool. The preschool children will still be
able to play in the wider outdoor environment with their
educators when they wish to do so. I want to particularly thank
Cathy, Steve and Dorji for being committed to the completion of
this work. Additionally, educators are currently working with the
children to rejuvenate the preschool sensory/activity walls. The
activity walls have been well used over the years and we are
working with the children and using a voting system to decide
what experiences they would like to have in the yard. Keep an

eye on this, we hope to start ordering resources soon to make
this area engaging and stimulating once again.

This year educators across the school have been working with
literacy expert and consultant, Chris Topfer. Educators have
been collaborating and focussing on embedding high quality
practices in the classroom to help improve student literacy
outcomes. As part of this work we have recently had a focus on
high quality picture books. We have purchased a large number
of books to enrich the children’s reading experiences. Some of
the new titles we have ordered are

Wellbeing is critical at school. Research shows that when
children, and staff, feel safe and experience a sense of
belonging at school their learning can flourish. We have recently
consolidated much of our wellbeing work into a single
document, Student Wellbeing Procedures. You will find the
document below for your viewing. We would welcome
feedback from families on these procedures. Please email
info@necs.act.edu.au with any feedback.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/593/
student_wellbeing_at_necs.pdf

Last week the Hoverflies learnt about the format of an email.
They then all wrote emails to me about being the 'boss of
the school'. It was so lovely to receive emails from each child
sharing with me what they would do if they were in charge of
school for the day. I took the opportunity to respond to each

1

www.princexml.com
Prince - Non-commercial License
This document was created with Prince, a great way of getting web content onto paper.

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/175?skin=1
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/578/covid_letter_week_1.pdf
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/593/student_wellbeing_at_necs.pdf


child with a note. Here are a few samples of their ideas. I love
seeing the children so enthusiastic about writing.

Warm Regards

Julie

Wombats & Hoverflies ClassroomWombats & Hoverflies Classroom

The Hoverflies and Wombats have settled back into the routines
of school. They have been engaging in reading, writing and
maths experiences and it has been wonderful to hear about all
of the fabulous things they did in their holidays.

The highlight over the last week has been the touch football
clinics. The children have participated enthusiastically and have
enjoyed the opportunity to learn some new skills.

We look forward to continuing all of the fabulous learning over
Term 3.

Kindergarten Health ChecksKindergarten Health Checks

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/620/
kindergarten_health_checks_parent_communication_message
.pdf

Will your child be leaving NECS?Will your child be leaving NECS?

Planning for the rest of this year and preparations for 2021
are well underway. If you know that your child will no longer
be attending NECS in the future (excluding current Year 2
students), please let us know. You can:

COVID-19 translated resources and supportCOVID-19 translated resources and support
servicesservices

It is critical during the COVID-19 pandemic to stay up to date
with essential information, however this can be difficult if English
is an additional language. The ACT Government has partnered
with SBS Australia to deliver essential information about
COVID-19 in Canberra, available on the COVID-19 website.

SBS also have a Coronavirus Information Portal. This
includes videos in 59 languages explaining essential health
information, and a growing suite of infographics and posters in
more than 60 languages, clearly communicating and breaking
down key COVID-19 messages The site provides up to date
information as well as links to news and reporting from across
the world including radio and podcasts. The SBS Coronavirus
Information Portal is available at the SBS website. Visit the
Connect in Canberra webpage to find a list of services and
programs currently available to support ACT multicultural
community and please support the community by widely
sharing information about the availability of these resources.

Move and GrooveMove and Groove

Move and Groove is a fun music program facilitated by a Music
Therapist and the school’s Community Coordinator.
Facilitators use musical instruments, puppets, parachute and a
range of other props to engage children and their parents and/
or carers in a developmentally, fun and musical environment.

AtAt MoveMove andand GrooveGroove childrenchildren 0-40-4 yearsyears andand theirtheir parentsparents and/and/
or carers can:or carers can:

• Talk with Audrey or Cathy in the front office

• Send us an email at info@necs.ed.act.edu.au or

• Give us a call on 6142 3828

• Learn new songs and musical games.

• Explore percussion instruments, drums, ribbons,
puppets and parachute.

• Move and Groove to the music.

• Enjoy active play.

• Make new friends.

2

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/179?skin=1
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/180?skin=1
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/620/kindergarten_health_checks_parent_communication_message.pdf
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/181?skin=1
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/174?skin=1
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/174?skin=1
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/community/translated-resources
https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/coronavirus-explained-in-your-language
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dzdoe9hdh7lf38i/AABwqHZcMOVeG3qq44HwNqFga?dl=0
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/coronavirus
https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/connect-in-canberra
https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/172?skin=1
https://prod005-au.sz-cdn.net/necs/media/576/200721035256612/330x248/moove_groove_1.jpg
https://prod005-au.sz-cdn.net/necs/media/576/200721035256612/330x248/moove_groove_1.jpg


Move and Groove is on WednesdaysWednesdays fromfrom 9:15-10:15am9:15-10:15am
(weeks 2-8) during school term in the school library. Please

note that Move and Groove recommences on Wednesday 29th

July 2020. Please bring a healthy morning tea and sunhat for
your child/ren.

How to access Move and GrooveHow to access Move and Groove

Bookings are essential for thisBookings are essential for this
program.program. A gold coin donation is appreciated to

assist with the cost of the program.

For further information please contact Donna Seal, Community
Coordinator on 6142 3828, email: donna.seal@ed.act.edu.au

Playground supervisionPlayground supervision

The following guidelines apply broadly to children in
Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2. Parents of preschool children
must deliver and collect children directly to preschool staff
members.

Playground supervision times:

K-2 children are actively supervised before school between
8.30am and 9.00am by a member of the teaching staff in
the playground. The supervising adult will greet children and
families as they arrive through the gate.

Children are actively supervised by two adults (sometimes 2 x
teaching staff, sometimes 1 x teaching staff member and 1 x
support staff member) at all other breaks throughout the day.

Playground expectations:

August is hats ON in CanberraAugust is hats ON in Canberra

The beginning of August is when daily UV levels start to rise
again in Canberra to levels that warrant sensible sun protection
when spending time outdoors during certain periods of the
day. And while August is still cold in Canberra, it is the time for
all children and educators to reach for their favourite wide
brimmed hat and to start thinking about sun protection
throughout the day.

The beginning of August is Hats ON again for all of us! Please
ensure your child has a sunsmart hat at school each day.
Children will be directed to play undercover or in the shade if
they do not have a hat.

Nationally Consistent Collection of DataNationally Consistent Collection of Data
(NCCD)(NCCD)

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability
(NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify
information already available in the school about supports
provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative
requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and
the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the
NCCD guidelines (2019).

Information provided about students to the Australian
Government for the NCCD includes:

• Enhance child development.

• 10.30am-10.40am supervised eating

• 10.40am-11.00am supervised play

• 12.30pm-12.40pm supervised eating

• 12.40-1.00pm supervised play

• 2.00pm-2.15pm supervised play

• NECS RISE expectations are on display in the
playground to guide all redirections, reminders and
behaviour expectations.

• Supervising staff use RISE language to actively
promote positive behaviours on the playground.

• Supervising adults engage in restorative questions to
solve small incidents and/or use the use of natural
consequences such as cleaning up an area that has
been broken or the walk with me strategy if a child
requires some calm down time or time out.

• Children are discouraged from climbing on top of the
play equipment. They are encouraged to ‘hang from’
the play equipment e.g. monkey bars.

• Educators speak with children about how to use
resources and equipment safely in the playground.

• Supervising adults encourage positive play
behaviours and remind children how to engage safely
with equipment.

• If any adults approach the school fence supervising
adults are expected to approach them and ask if they
need help, redirect them to the front office etc.
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This information assists schools to:

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the
information they need to plan more broadly for the support of
students with disability.

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your
child will not be involved in any testing process. The school will
provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that
no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy
and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is
protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage
and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about
these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s
Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the
NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact
Robyn Kiddy (robyn.kiddy@ed.act.edu.au)

2020 School Satisfaction Survey2020 School Satisfaction Survey

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents, school staff and
students in Years 4 to 12 about their
satisfaction with public education. The 2020 School
Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online
from 10 to 31 August10 to 31 August.

The survey results will help us to continue to make quality
informed decisions about how to improve our
school. No personal identifying information will be provided to
any school or college.

An email about the staffstaff surveysurvey, including a unique link to
access the survey, will be sent to all school staff
via the email address they have nominated for their payslips;
staff who do not receive the email may
contact EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation.

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school,
parents will receive:

A shortened paper-version of the parentparent surveysurvey is also available
in the following 12 languages: Arabic,
Burmese, Chinese, Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Hindi, Karen, Korean,
Mon, Urdu and Vietnamese; email
EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a copy.

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school
community, we need as many parents, staff
and students as possible to complete the survey. Your
feedback is important, and we hope you will take
part.

For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/
public-school-life/school-satisfaction-andclimate-survey

Red Hill BaseballRed Hill Baseball

https://necs.schoolzineplus.com/_file/media/600/red_bball.pdf

• year of schooling

• category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or
social/emotional

• level of adjustment provided: support provided within
quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.

• formally recognise the supports and adjustments
provided to students with disability in schools

• consider how they can strengthen the support of
students with disability in schools

• develop shared practices so that they can review
their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.

• A letter about the student surveystudent survey asking whether their
child may participate during class
time; and

• An email about the parent surveyparent survey, including a unique
link to access the survey; parents
who do not receive the email may contact
EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey
invitation.
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